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Learning Commons earned it bronze and all silver stars, and we are working on achieving gold star status. What follows is a description of each PA Forward literacy and how it is supported by our programming.
Basic Literacy
Although we assume students have basic literacy skills by the time they get to college, these skills may not be at the level required to be successful in college. In fact the National Assessment of Educational Progress survey shows that in 2015, 72% of twelfth grade students performed at or above the basic reading level; only 37% performed at or above proficient, and 24% scored below basic. In 1992, the percentage of twelfth graders performing at or above proficient was 40% (National Center for Education Statistics, 2017). Clearly colleges need to provide ways students can increase basic literacy skills. One such way is with a common read or common book program.
At PCHS, the Learning Commons spearheaded the common book initiative. Our inaugural common book program kicked off in fall 2017, and the book was chosen by a committee led by the Learning Commons and consisting of Learning Commons staff and English faculty. We made the decision to tie the theme to the National Library of Medicine traveling exhibit we hosted in fall 2017 (it was also the first year for hosting the exhibit, and we now have Although information literacy skills are necessary for college success, it can be difficult to get faculty to devote class time to information literacy. Because of this time crunch, PCHS librarians have been working on other ways to reach our students outside of traditional information literacy instruction sessions; one way we do this is by hosting research parties. The idea of research parties came from the experiences shared by two Penn State Abington librarians (Hunter & Riehman-Murphy, 2017) . At PCHS, we strategically time multiple research parties throughout the semester to coincide with due dates for assignments that often lead to a high number of research appointments. To maintain a party theme, the event is not held in a computer lab but instead is held in a room with computer access; we bring iPads, and students are encouraged to bring their devices (which they often do). Snacks and library giveaways are provided, and each party has at least one librarian present as well as at least one English faculty member and our learner support specialist. This allows students to get help from everyone in one place, at one time, rather than scheduling multiple
palrap.org
This initiative was planned at the same time we began our Star Library journey, and we realized it supported health literacy.
Financial Literacy
According to PaLA (2018), "Forty-one percent of U.S. adults give themselves a grade of C, D, or F on their knowledge of personal finance". A National Financial Capability Study confirms this perception. According to Farber (2016) , the 2015 study "estimated that that nearly two-thirds of Americans couldn't pass a basic financial literacy test…Worse, the percentage of those who can pass the test has fallen consistently" since 2009 (para 4). With college comes the freedom to sign up for credit cards, manage bank accounts, and take on student loan debt. Considering the aforementioned statistics, it's no wonder students have a difficult time handling this new financial freedom. 
Closing
The PCHS Learning Commons Star Library journey is proof that academic libraries already offer programming to support the literacies; thus you can brand your programming as a PA Forward literacy to be united in the statewide initiative. If you are looking to develop programming, the literacies are a useful guide to create programs that are not only interesting but also give students tools to be successful after college. And you don't have to do this alone -partner with other departments across campus to provide programming with maximum impact that does not place an undue strain on staff. If you are not sure where to start with program planning, check out the PA Forward Commons on the PaLA website for information and examples including those described in this article.
Since writing this article, the Learning Commons added civic engagement programming to further support civic and social literacy. The PCHS Learning Commons also completed additional bonus actions and was granted gold star status in fall 2018.
